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outline of the subject, which he here presents, is the nearest to a mono- 
graph which we know. The significance of this great series of traps and 
snares is considerable ; in few lines are the keen observation, clear thought, 
and ingenious grappling with practical problems of the dark man better 
shown. Weule makes some interesting additions to knowledge of tribal 
subdivisions, social organization, inheritance, and suggestion ; he presents 
several genealogical diagrams showing the descent and succession of chiefs 
with whom he came into relation. These require much labor but are well 
worth while. In closing, one minor observation may be noticed. Weule 
found young Makua girls carrying pebbles in their mouths. He believes 
this a before-unpublished novelty. I have observed it in the Bakuba 
country, where some of the females in Ndombe's household practise the 
custom. In the Bakuba, as among the Makua, the bearers seem to select 
clear pebbles, probably of quartz. Of the Makua practice Weule says : 
" Of these stones, the young Makua maidens carry a variable number, at 
least two, but sometimes six, eight, or even more, in the mouth under the 
tongue. ... As in a nest, so these glittering pebbles lie beneath the 
tongue." Weule' s book is a significant contribution to Bantu ethnogra- 
phy. That this is appreciated is shown by the fact that an English trans- 
lation by Miss A. Werner has just been announced. This will be good 
news for students who would have difficulty with the original text. 

Frederick Starr. 

Etudes sur les Sources de V Ethnographie congolaise. Edouard de Jonghe. 

Louvain : 1908. 8°, 26 pp. (Extract from J/«^^()«, No. i, 1908.) 
L' Activite ethnographique des Beiges au Congo. Edouard de Jonghe. 

Bruxelles : 1908. 8°, 26 pp. (Extract from Bulletin de la Societe beige 

d' Etudes colontales.) 

Dr Edouard de Jonghe has recently issued two pamphlets relative to 
the materials for Congo ethnography, under the titles Etudes sur les 
Sources de f Ethnographie congolaise diad L' Activiti ethnographique des 
Beiges au Congo. In connection with launching the important series of 
Ethnographic Monographs, now publishing in Belgium, Dr de Jonghe 
considers it desirable to have a clear idea of the sources from which their 
matter is drawn and some criteria of judgment relative thereto. As being 
well known, particularly interesting, and the subject of the first of these 
monographs, he considers the sources of information regarding the' 
Bangala. The first known contact of this people with the whites was in 
1877, when Stanley made his famous trip down the Congo. They 
have since been in constant contact with whites and are changing under 
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the foreign influence. The rapid changes now going on among all 
Congo peoples emphasizes the importance of preparing the monographs 
dealing with them now. Data regarding the Bangala are relatively 
abundant. Three classes of informants supply them — employees of 
state and companies, missionaries, and travelers. De Jonghe indicates 
the qualities of a good observer and suggests the preparation desirable 
for such. He examines the work of observers of the Bangala in their 
order. Coquilhat, Lothaire, and Hanelot are the government officials 
who have contributed something worth while. The Catholic missionaries, 
Cambier, van Ronsl6, Garmyn, de Dilde, Geens, and de Boeck have 
furnished reports to their societies and done linguistic work. Of Prot- 
estant missionaries. Comber, Weeks, and Stapleton are mentioned. 
Among travelers, Gustin, Wilverth, Briart, and Deligne (Belgians), and 
Baumann, Ward, Gleenip, and Westmarck are named. The character 
and value of the work of each of these is judged. Lastly the work of Dr 
Victor Jacques, who made anthropological examinations of the Bangala 
at the Antwerp and Brussels Expositions, is mentioned. 

In his second paper Dr de Jonghe starts with the proposition that 
" the efficacy of every work of colonization is measured upon the degree 
of knowledge, more or less exact, of the mentality of the native popula- 
tion." Thus emphasizing the importance of ethnography, he asks 
whether the Belgians have shown a desire to study the Congo peoples. 
What methods have they employed ? What progress have they so far 
realized ? He distinguishes two periods in Belgian ethnographic study 
— that of the great explorations and that of the regular systematic occu- 
pancy of the country. The former yielded little ; the latter more. No 
fixed date marks the close of the earlier, the beginning of the later 
period. Penetration has been gradual and the limit between the two 
varies with locality. In a general way, however, 1897 may be consid- 
ered the date closing the period of great explorations. That year is also 
notable for the great Exposition at Brussels, which did much to arouse 
interest in Congo natives — inany being there displayed — and led to 
the establishment of the Congo Museum. Out of these grew a somewhat 
serious and systematic work of investigation. The Anthropological Society 
of Brussels and the Society for Colonial Studies prepared questionnaires 
and made an effort to arouse true observation among and by those who 
went to the Congo area. De Jonghe takes up area after area, people 
after people, and in a few words characterizes the studies so far made by 
Belgians. By an abundant use of footnotes he refers to an abundant 
material of information. He also mentions the various agencies of in- 
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vestigation — societies, publications, etc., — in chronological order. He 
distinguishes the monographic from the synthetic method of study, the 
latter relatively undeveloped — and closes with some suggestions as to 
results to be expected and methods to be pursued. 

Frederick Starr. 

Collection de Monographies eihnographiques. Cyr. van Overbergh, with the 
collaboration of Ed. de Jonghe. Bruxelles : Albert de Wit. 8°. No. I, 
Les Bangala, 1907, pp. xv, 458. No. II, Les Mayombe, 1907, pp. xvi, 
470. No. Ill, Les Basonge, 1908, pp. xvi, 564. No. IV, Les Mangbetu, 
1909, pp. xvi, 594. 

This is the first serious attempt to present Congo ethnography. That 
the work has been influenced by Herbert Spencer's Descriptive Sociology 
is shown by the general title Sociologie descriptive appearing upon all the 
volumes. The idea of the collection developed from the World Congress 
held at Mons, Belgium, in 1905. There concerted effort in collecting, 
extracting, and combining existing knowledge regarding all the peoples of 
the world was urged and an international committee was appointed to 
organize and systematize a uniform world-wide ethnographic investiga- 
tion. Belgium, the United States, England, Germany, France, Austro- 
Hungary, Holland, and Switzerland are represented in this committee, the 
secretary' s headquarters being at Brussels. The plans of the committee 
include the preparation and distribution of a questionnaire, or a series of 
questionnaires, throughout the world, and the unification of results. 
Preliminary to this, and before vigorous efforts are made to accumulate 
new data, it is desirable that existent material should be collected, 
digested, and re-presented in convenient form. Van Overbergh here un- 
dertakes the task, of doing this for the Congo area. He takes the Ques- 
tionnaire already issued for use in that region by the Societe beige de 
Sociologie as the foundation for his arrangement. So far four volumes, 
each dealing with a special population, have been issued. The first num- 
ber, treating the Bangala, shows the scheme and plan of the series. The 
published data regarding this people are here gathered, sorted, and pre- 
sented in the order of the 202 questions which make up the questionnaire 
above mentioned. Each item is presented in the exact words of its 
author (i. e., untranslated) and the reference to its original source is 
always given. The matter is presented under bold-faced numerals, which 
refer to the sections of the questionnaire, so that any reader can turn at 
once to any special matter he may be seeking ; thus, if he wishes data 
relative to religious ideas, he turns at once to the matter under the bold 



